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Editorial Robert Ariail

I
N A STATE WHERE sheriffs are elected on parti-
san ballots and routinely involve themselves in
party politics, where both the Highway Patrol and
the rotating agencies that oversee it have been

known for their own hardball politics and marred by
spectacular political scandals, where even the FBI has
not always been above taking advantage of the perks of
our back-scratching culture of favoritism, the State
Law Enforcement Division has stood as a beacon of
integrity.

For the last 20 years — an eternity in politics, span-
ning four vastly different governors — Robert Stewart
has been both the source of and the personification of
that integrity. The dedicated, by-the-book law enforce-
ment officer. The skilled agency director who kept him-
self and his agency politically independent as he
scrupulously steered clear of any hint of favoritism. The
honest, unassuming, confidence-inspiring public ser-
vant who never looked the other way, no matter how

easy that might have been to
do, or how much easier that
might have made his life.

Chief Stewart started his law
enforcement career at age 17
as a cadet with the Cheraw
Police Department in his home-
town. He joined SLED in 1975
and has led the state’s top law
enforcement agency since the
death of longtime Chief J.P.
Strom in 1988. He has coordi-
nated major public corruption
and drug investigations with
the federal government, taken

down video poker barons and the Klan, made the tough
calls when his own officers went astray and demon-
strated, more times than we’d like for there to have
been a need, that South Carolina is not a place where
the state police look the other way when powerful
politicians are implicated in criminal wrongdoing.

For two decades, we could not have asked for a bet-
ter law enforcement leader for our state. Our only wish
is that he had remained at the helm even longer. But
while 9/11 convinced him to rescind an earlier
announced resignation, we have no such hopes this
time; Friday was his last day on the job.

Now to Gov. Mark Sanford falls the unenviable task
of choosing a replacement. It may well be the most
important appointment he makes. The SLED chief is
not a Cabinet member whom a governor can dismiss at
a whim. He serves for 10 years, which means it’s possi-
ble that a single term could span four governors. Mr.
Sanford might keep that thought at the forefront of his
considerations when seeking a replacement: The next
SLED chief should be someone whom the next three
governors, regardless of party or philosophy, would feel
equally comfortable appointing.

It might not be essential that the chief be a career
SLED employee, but whoever leads the agency needs to
be a consummate professional, a skilled police officer
with extensive experience both on the front lines and as
a manager. And the next chief needs to be someone
who inspires confidence in prosecutors and police, in
politicians and ordinary citizens, regardless of their
race or gender or political affiliations. In short, that per-
son needs to be very much like Robert Stewart.

Look to Stewart
as model for next

SLED chief

Investigate Sanford’s
use of grant money
The revelation about our gover-

nor’s use of funds from the com-
petitive grants program is amazing.
His response is even more so (“San-
ford relents on grant issue”).

Gov. Mark Sanford has loudly
criticized the Legislature for creat-
ing the competitive grants program
to fund special projects. We now
know he supported a request for a
grant for $150,000.

Of course, he didn’t mention this
while he remained vocal against the
legislators who secured grants for
their projects. Isn’t the governor’s
conduct a tad hypocritical?

The money that was not used
remained in an account under the
governor’s control. The governor
did not give it back to the state,
where it belonged. Instead, the
funds were given to a political
group that supports his causes. 

Only when he got caught, the
governor said he was sorry and
asked the money be sent back. I’m
sorry, but just saying “I’m sorry”
and requesting back the funds isn’t
enough. If the story as written by
your newspaper is true, we have a
governor who has wrongfully taken
state cash and should be held ac-
countable.

Where is SLED Chief Robert
Stewart when we need him most?
This matter has to be investigated
with all haste.

JAKE MOORE
West Columbia

Richland 1 should
keep Dr. Coles

As a parent of two current
Richland 1 students, a taxpayer,
and a voter, I’m extremely dis-

mayed, disappointed, and dis-
heartened that Dr. Allen Coles’
contract is not being renewed. 

Rather than give him the time
to see his policies implemented,
our tax dollars are going to be
wasted searching for a new su-
perintendent and, more impor-
tantly, our children’s time will be
wasted “reinventing the wheel” yet
again.

Time is one commodity our
children do not have! I wish the
board would reconsider its vote
and keep Dr. Coles.

CORY UPTON 
Columbia

Rep. Howard owes
public an apology
I am a former resident of Co-

lumbia and a graduate of C.A.
Johnson High School. My son also
attended Richland District 1
schools for 12 years.

I am writing in response to a
quote attributed to Rep. Leon
Howard in The State’s Nov. 19 ar-
ticle, “Richland 1 Controversy/Who
Will Run This Troubled District?” 

“Dr. Coles had a whole lot of
problems, from education issues,
to diversity within his district. He
catered to white folks,” the Rich-
land Democrat said. “I don’t think
he has the leadership skills nor the
personality.” 

I found the statement offensive
and inflammatory. I doubt Mr.
Howard would use such a pejora-
tive term to describe an African-
American, Asian or Latino con-
stituent. To put it in terms he can
understand, Rep. Howard owes an
apology to all us white folks, black
folks, brown folks, red folks, yel-
low folks and Martian folks. 

WAYNE BRADLEY
Canon, Ga.

It’s a good time to buy
a house in Columbia

I’ve had it! I can’t listen any
longer to so-called financial ex-
perts malign my profession of 27
years — real estate sales.

Real estate is one of the few bil-
lion-dollar businesses in the United
states. Real estate sales “churn”
our economy. With more than $11
billion in home sales in 2006, and
the employment we provide for the
related industries of furniture
sales, lumber, concrete and as-
phalt, plumbing equipment, heat-
ing and air and roofing, how can
anyone say, “Don’t buy a house
right now”?

In the Columbia area housing
market, we are indeed blessed.
Our job market is steady, due in
part to our large government work
force, the benefits of Fort Jackson
and the national companies that
locate here because of our tech
school trainees.

The National Association of
Home Builders estimates that the
construction of 1,000 single-fam-
ily homes generates 2,448 full-time
jobs in construction and related in-
dustries, $79.4 million in wages
and $42.5 million in combined lo-
cal, state and federal revenues and
fees.

Face it, we were due for a cor-
rection, a slow-down in the rate
and price of houses after the
record increases of the past two
years. This is not a reason for
doom and gloom. With interest
rates at an unbelievable 6.4 per-
cent and the unemployment rate
at 4.7 percent, there has never
been a better time to buy a house.

VERDIE SHERER
Chapin

Democrats spooked
by success of surge
The progress that the “surge”

has made in the Iraq war has ap-
parently badly spooked the De-
mocrats. After declaring the war
lost and calling for an immediate
pullout, they appear to be fearful
we may win the war after all. That
would cost them dearly in the next
election, as they have made their
opposition to the war a central
point in their efforts to win the
presidency and a stronger major-
ity in Congress. 

Now they are forced to resort
to the one thing they vowed not to
do: cut off the funding for the war.
Of course, reduced funding will
not only facilitate losing the war,
it will undoubtedly result in greater
casualties as the strength of our
forces deteriorate. So much for
“we oppose the war but support
the troops.” 

Moreover, this move reinforces
the fact our enemies realized from
Vietnam — that the United States
will cut and run when the going
gets tough. This will serve to en-
courage more attacks on our na-
tion in the future. 

JOHN MAGURN 
Florence

L
ONESOME? Want to
make a boatload of new
friends, fast? I have a sim-
ple, surefire method.

Step 1: Start a blog. You can do
this in minutes, and for free, at a
number of sites on the Web.

Step 2: Post something on your
blog with “Ron Paul” in the head-
line.

Caveat: Make it something nice,
or all those new people who come
rushing to you will be something
other than “friends.”

As you may have heard, there
is a whole alternative universe full
of people who spend large
amounts of time Googling their
one and only, and eagerly reading
anything they find. Many are po-
litical first-timers, either because
they’re quite young or because
they gave up on mainstream can-
didates long ago. They are the rea-
son why Dr. Paul has raised great
gobs of money, despite his support
in polls tending toward the single
digits.

This does not discourage or de-
ter the libertarian’s following, but
one thing does sort of cheese them
off: What they perceive as a gen-

eral lack of respect from
the MSM, a.k.a. “main-
stream media.” In stories
about who might win this
or that primary, their
guy’s name doesn’t even
come up.

Last week on my blog
(where I really must stop
engaging in the cheap,
traffic-boosting ploy of
putting “Ron Paul” into
random headlines), in the
midst of a discussion
among Paulistas, “Alex”
earnestly asked me, “Brad
— what do you think of the main
media’s a) coverage and b) depic-
tion of Ron Paul? Fair in both re-
spects or less so?”

A two-parter, as we might say
in the MSM. My response got one
encouraging comment, which is all
I need to provoke me to reproduce
it here. It went like this:

I’d say, on both counts, it’s
about par.

On the whole, there is a shame-
ful tendency of news media to try
to oversimplify the race. The press,
and the TV cowboys, like politics
to be like sports, which means

everything is couched in
terms of winning, losing
and whether the coach
called the right play, and
there are never, ever
more than two teams on
the field at a given time.

This means anointing
two people in each race
as the “front-runners,”
and giving everybody
else short shrift. This, of
course, is appalling, es-
pecially when the most
qualified candidates
don’t make the short list,

and that’s at least as often the case
as not.

Look at the Democrats. It was
decreed via the great colonial
beast’s collective “mind” that
Hillary Clinton and Barack Obama
were it. Never mind that the ex-
perience and qualifications for the
two of them combined fell short of
that of Joe Biden or Bill Richard-
son — or Chris Dodd, if you’re
hard-up.æ.æ.æ. This is not to say ei-
ther Hillary or Obama is a bad can-
didate, mind you; there’s some-
thing to be said for sheer electoral
appeal. Hillary’s got the Clinton

fan club in her pocket, and
Obama’s got that certain some-
thing called “charisma.” I’m just
saying it’s ridiculous that Biden
and Richardson have never been
given a chance.

On the Republican side, the
MSM have been confused. They’ve
wanted in the worst way to have
Rudy Giuliani and Mitt Romney be
the anointed twosome, or maybe
Fred Thompson. But the facts that
John McCain is more experienced
than any of them, and that Mike
Huckabee actually has qualities
that appeal to key portions of the
base (unlike any of the chosen
ones) have led to what you’ll some-
times see the MSM refer to as
“confusion” or “a muddle.” And the
MSM don’t like confusion. They
like clarity, and polarization, and
a good fight. Giuliani’s a scrapper
(and just loaded with personal idio-
syncracies that make great copy);
and Romney can have a knock-
down dragout just with himself.

In light of these factors, Dr.
Paul is far down the list of people
who are likely to get major respect.
As I say, the MSM like it simple.
If they can’t keep the number

down to two, then they assign sim-
ple, stock-character roles to other
players. Dr. Paul has been as-
signed the role of Quirky Outsider
Without a Prayer, a role filled with
some gusto on the Democratic side
by Dennis Kucinich.

Except that Dr. Paul is even
more of an outsider. Dennis the
Menace, after all, is a sort of dou-
ble-distilled version of a liberal
Democrat. Dr. Paul is not seen by
any of the major players as any
kind of a Republican.

While the MSM as a whole
have the attention span of a gold-
fish — they find endless fascina-
tion in the serial misbehavior of
well-built young women with sub-
stance-abuse problems — the guys
on the political beat can be like the
sports guys. That is, they can have
long memories, especially for elec-
toral trivia.

To political writers, Ron Paul is
the 1988 Libertarian Party nomi-
nee for president, and he’ll never
outgrow that role. To some extent,
he doesn’t seem to want to out-
grow that role. He’s the same guy,
believing and espousing the same
things. To his followers, this con-

sistency, this adherence to princi-
ple, is admirable in the extreme.
To the press, it makes him a de-
pendable eccentric.

Dr. Paul’s one hope to get Se-
rious Attention lies in his other
role, that of This Year’s Internet
Phenom. You’ll remember that
role was filled by another physi-
cian, Howard Dean, in 2004. Un-
fortunately for Dr. Paul, the role
lacks the freshness that it had
when Dr. Dean created it. For a
moment there four years ago, the
MSM thought it was on the cusp
of a genuine Paradigm Shift,
where a guy with a passionate cy-
ber-following and impressive fund-
raising capabilities would actually
sweep aside the front-runners and
win it all. But that didn’t happen,
and the MSM is uninclined to get
swept up in such enthusiasm a sec-
ond time.

I don’t know if any of that
helped, but I did what I could to
answer the question. Now, back to
the front-runnersæ.æ.æ. 

To comment, go to
http://blogs.thestate.com/

bradwarthensblog/.

The Paulistas and the MSM

Brad
Warthen
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