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Editorial

F
OR DECADES, SOUTH Carolina’s elected offi-
cials have covered themselves with the fig leaf
of the vaunted AAA credit rating.xxx xxxxxx xx
xiChildren in poor districts might be crammed

into substandard schools, taught from outdated text-
books by teachers more affluent schools wouldn’t even
deign to interview. Skyrocketing tuition rates might be
pricing students out of an education, to feed a duplica-
tive array of independent colleges. The highways might
be crumbling, state buildings deteriorating for lack of
routine maintenance, a host of services shortchanged
because of the fragmented, overlapping conglomeration
of state agencies. But by golly, our elected officials
would say, we’ve got our gold-standard AAA credit rat-
ing. That proves we’re doing a fine job running this
state.

The pathetic thing is, we bought it. Year after year.
Then last week, one of the big bond rating agencies,

Standard and Poor’s, downgraded our rating to AA+.
And unlike the last time, when the rating was lowered
because of the way the state was handling debt from
Hurricane Hugo, S&P didn’t point to a discrete problem
with the state’s books. Instead, it pointed to underlying
problems in the state’s economy — “sluggish growth,”
an unemployment rate that’s 24 percent above the
national average and our inability to grow other sectors
to rebalance the job market after huge losses in the tex-
tile and agriculture sectors.

The reduction itself isn’t a huge deal — after all,
South Carolina is still a better investment than all but
10 other states. What’s important is the wake-up call it
should provide: By focusing on the underlying economy
rather than accounting tricks, S&P has stripped away
the politicians’ fig leaf to expose the naked neglect of
our state’s fundamental economic infrastructure. 

What is troubling to S&P — and should be troubling
to us all — is that as other states recover with the rising
tide of an improving national economy, our boat isn’t
being lifted. That’s because we have neglected our boat.
Other states have created a well-educated and healthy
workforce, a reliable transportation system and a solid
public safety network, while we have consistently done
the least possible just to get by and, in recent years, fix-
ated on how to further reduce our already-low taxes.

Gov. Mark Sanford believes the market is the font of
all wisdom, so how did he respond to this clarion call
from a leading arbiter of the market? His spokesman
attacked the rating agency’s judgment, and Mr. Sanford
stepped up his call to do precisely what the agency gave
us credit for not doing: slash income tax rates.

Neither our “run government like a business” gover-
nor nor our like-minded Legislature has ever fully
accepted the basic business axiom that you have to
spend money to make money — or to grow an econo-
my. A glimmer of understanding has begun to emerge,
as the political class focuses on turning our research
universities into economic engines. That’s a promising
development that must be continued, but the universi-
ties alone will not turn South Carolina into a player in a
changing economy that is leaving us behind. The high-
tech jobs they can produce won’t stay here if we can’t
provide an adequate labor force — a task that begins at
birth and continues through school — and maintain the
physical infrastructure that allows businesses to suc-
ceed. And none of that will happen until our leaders
recognize that government has an indispensable role to
play in creating the conditions that encourage the free
market to work to South Carolina’s benefit.

Loss of AAA rating
exposes deep flaws

in state policy

Perfect justice will
uphold our values
The perfect Supreme Court jus-

tice will oppose abortion and gay
rights, as well as the hatred or
abuse of people who practice ei-
ther (which no decent society
would allow).

The perfect justice will oppose
the myth that the Constitution
“mandates a separation of church
and state.” (Try reading it; neither
the wording nor concept is there.
Nothing in that great document
calls for the government to be al-
lergic to public or private display
of faith, still less be hostile to it.)
This person will support religious
displays, even on government
property, that reflect our Judeo-
Christian heritage — and without
watering it down by inclusion of
Santa or the Great Pumpkin.

The perfect justice will support
the death sentence in appropriate
cases. Find such a nominee, and
there need be no fear for the fu-
ture of the country. 

DANNY HOUSE
West Columbia

Sanford fiddles while
credit rating burns
With Gov. Mark Sanford asleep

at the helm, whom will he blame
for our state’s credit rating going
down the toilet? His lack of lead-
ership has managed to hurt us all. 

Instead of caring for the people,
he protects the profits of big cor-
porations, insurance companies
and doctors. Maybe now that the
governor has given them immunity
for hurting people, they will use
their extra profits to help bail us
out of our state’s financial difficulty.

JUSTIN KAHN
Charleston

Arguments against
helmet use bizarre
As a highway safety profes-

sional with more than 25 years bat-
tling at the state and national lev-
els for helmet use by motorcyclists,
I thought I had heard every imag-
inable misinterpretation of facts,
rationalization or outright lie put
forth to justify not using a proven
lifesaving safety device.

I was in error. The July 11 let-
ter of the healthy Paul Seidelson
(“Motorcycle helmets not only
risk reducers”) is far and away
the most bizarre and puzzling ex-
position by an anti-helmet per-
son I have ever read, and I have
read several thousand letters and
articles by opponents of helmet
laws.

The ability of the human brain
to rationalize risky behavior never
ceases to amaze me. Why Mr. Sei-
delson’s brain has convinced him
that, on one hand, an excellent
lifestyle of healthy diet and phys-
ical fitness is the way to go, while
on the other hand, fooling him into
believing that using a helmet is of
no concern to his health defies any
logical explanation.

HARRY BALMER
Manning

Witchcraft does not
belong in schools
The photo of Nursery Road El-

ementary School principal Mary
Kennerly in witch’s garb in last
Sunday’s paper (“The magic of the
written word”) was particularly
distasteful if not shameful: What
are they teaching children in
school nowadays? Magic?

Magic conjures up thoughts of
witchcraft and the underworld, not
to mention the garb(age) worn by
Ms. Kennerly. Magic and witchcraft
are not as harmless as they might
seem. Witchcraft is a religion. Ever
heard of the Church of satan? (I
purposely did not capitalize his
name to show my dishonor.) 

Where is the separation of
church and state? School princi-
pals should know they will be held
accountable for their actions. In
this case, Ms. Kennerly should be
reprimanded along with others
who allow or promote witchcraft
to become part of the school cur-
riculum.

CURTIS LAKE
Cayce

Sudan deserves
attention and aid

After everything that happened
at the G8 Summit, I noticed that
Tony Blair was speaking elo-
quently on behalf of Africa, and
President Bush was doing nothing
as usual.

But I am terribly concerned
that there has been no mention of
the continuing genocide in Sudan.
Can we sit back and do nothing
while innocent people are being
tortured and murdered? I can’t,
and that’s why I am writing this
letter.

FRANCEE LEVIN
Columbia

Watch your butts;
we’re watching you
Almost every day I find ciga-

rette “ends” in my yard, flower
garden and shrubs. My husband
and I do not smoke.

And people wonder how fires
get started!

Some or most of our fires and
littering problems are caused by
human carelessness. I may put a
hidden camera on our property to
film the culprits. 

SUSAN HINDALL
Elgin

As Blue Sky drives
into the tunnel . . .
I am sorry that Blue Sky is leav-

ing Columbia. He has done some
lovely art using local subjects. 

However, I wonder if we could
talk him into taking the hydrant
with him. 

JEANETTE SMITH
Blythewood

S
TANDARD & Poor’s dra-
matically highlighted just
how bad off our state is eco-
nomically when it down-

graded our bond rating (see edi-
torial above).

On Wednesday, new House
Speaker Bobby Harrell publicly
opined that South Carolina has
dropped the ball on job creation
and economic development.

Former Gov. Carroll Campbell
“set the standard for economic de-
velopment (results) and created
the model that David Beasley fol-
lowed, and by following that, our
unemployment rate became the
third best in the country. Today,
we’re third or fourth worst,” the
speaker told The Greenville News.

“My frustration,” he told The
Associated Press, “is that I don’t
think we’ve been focused on that
since Carroll Campbell and David
Beasley were governors. I don’t
mean to pick on Mark, and I don’t
mean to pick on Jim Hodges.”

On Friday, he expressed frus-
tration that anyone would think he
was trying to pick a fight with his
fellow Republican in the gover-

nor’s office. “I think it is
a total waste of time to
talk about blame and
who is at fault,” he said.
“I think we need to rec-
ognize where we are and
prepare a road map for
where we want to be, and
then do it.”

When I noted that it
was inevitable that many
would see his remarks as
a challenge to the gover-
nor, he said: “I’m not in-
terested in challenging
anybody. I’m interested
in lowering the unem-
ployment rate and raising in-
comes.”

Gov. Mark Sanford’s official re-
action to the loss of the AAA credit
rating was to issue a press release
asserting his promise “to continue
his efforts to grow South Car-
olina’s economy, not South Car-
olina’s government.” It’s tempting
to dismiss that as standard liber-
tarian/populist boilerplate, in-
tended to win votes without say-
ing anything.

But it actually goes to the heart

of what Mr. Sanford re-
ally believes about how
he and other state lead-
ers should go about their
jobs. And that’s a prob-
lem.

Am I saying it’s a
problem that he doesn’t
want to “grow govern-
ment”? No. I’m saying it’s
a problem that the gov-
ernor fixates too much
on the size and shape of
government, and too lit-
tle on what government
needs to do and how well
it does it.

That may sound odd coming
from someone as passionate about
government restructuring as I am.
The governor’s proposals in that
regard happen to be the ones I
had been pushing for more than
a decade before he embraced
them. But our motives are differ-
ent: I want government to be more
efficient and accountable because
it has a huge job to do helping this
state catch up with the rest of the
country, and it can’t afford waste
and lack of direction.

The governor wants govern-
ment to be smaller as an end in it-
self. He essentially doesn’t believe
there’s all that much that govern-
ment needs to do — just get gov-
ernment out of the way, and the
market will take care of all.

But the market has little inter-
est in South Carolina, in large part
because our fragmented and vi-
sionless government has neglected
our roads, our health, public safety
and especially the schools that
strive to educate our labor force.
Other states have done a far bet-
ter job of keeping up the neigh-
borhood, which encourages capi-
tal to want to move in there and
not here.

The governor’s answer is to re-
plenish trust accounts (fine), cut
income taxes (again, see above ed-
itorial) and implement an arbitrary
spending cap keyed to inflation
that sounds good: “(Y)ou should-
n’t grow government faster than
the taxpayers’ ability to pay for it,”
he says reasonably. But what he
says is divorced from reality. To
him, restoring funding to prior lev-
els after years of (in some cases)

double-digit cuts is “growing gov-
ernment.” Never mind that some
of these agencies weren’t ade-
quately funded to do their jobs be-
fore the cuts.

(Note that I say “some.” We
have praised Mr. Sanford for try-
ing to trim or eliminate overfunded
or unnecessary programs. But
when lawmakers fail to go along
with his targeted cuts, he wants
across-the-board caps, which
would further undercut the essen-
tial agencies.)

“I don’t want to grow govern-
ment, either,” Speaker Harrell said
Friday. Nor is he necessarily talking
about spending more money when
he complains that we’re not doing
enough to promote job growth. “The
conversation ought to be, what is it
we need to do? And then talk about
what it costs to do that.” (Which is
precisely how we ought to approach
all government spending.)

He suspects there’s one area
where more is needed: “I think
Commerce could use a little help.
We’ve made Commerce a lot
smalleræ.æ.æ.. We don’t want to waste
any money, but we ought to look

at our current level of activity and
see if it’s being effective. And the
results suggest it’s not.” He’d like
to get past blaming and discuss
this with the Sanford folks.

Interestingly, the governor had
earlier defended his administra-
tion’s efforts by boasting about
how Commerce Secretary Bob
Faith has restructured, streamlined
and redirected the Commerce De-
partment. In other words, he takes
particular pride in Commerce be-
ing smaller. It’s one part of gov-
ernment he’s managed to restruc-
ture to his liking.

As for results, “It is not just the
number” of jobs, “but the quality.”
Gov. Sanford said the new jobs
that have been created pay 30 per-
cent more than the state average.
That’s great, if there are enough
of them to pull up the state over-
all. But that’s not the case, which
is what makes Mr. Harrell’s ob-
servations ring true.

To read this with links, and to
register your comments, go to

http://blogs.thestate.com/
bradwarthensblog/.

Has South Carolina lost its way on job creation?

Brad
Warthen
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Editor
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